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Final Top Line Survey Results 
ABC27 Three Mile Island Automated Survey 

Sample Size: 1,088 Residents Within 10 Mile Radius of TMI 
Conducted: November 17-19, 2009 

 
Hello, this is Dennis Owens with ABC27 News conducting a 2 minute survey in the mid-state.    
 
Q1. Were you living in the area in 1979 during the time an accident occurred at Three Mile 
Island’s Unit 2 Reactor? 
 
Press 1 for yes.  Press 2 for no.  Or press 3 if you are undecided. 
 
1. Yes   798 73% 
2. No   280 26% 
3. Undecided 10 01%   
 
 
Q2. In the years since the incident at Three Mile Island’s nuclear plant, has your attitude toward 
nuclear power gotten more positive or more negative? 
 
Press 1 for more positive.  Press 2 for more negative.  Press 3 if your opinion has stayed the 
same.  Or press 4 if you are undecided. 
 
1. More positive  548 50% 
2. More negative  223 20% 
3. Stayed the same 220 20% 
4. Undecided  97 09% 
 
 
Q3. How concerned are you about the potential for an accident at Three Mile Island? 
 
Press 1 for very concerned.  Press 2 for somewhat concerned.  Press 3 for not at all concerned.  
Or press 4 if you are undecided. 
 
1. Very concerned   172 16% 
2. Somewhat concerned  551 51% 
3. Not at all concerned  309 28% 
4. Undecided   56 05% 
 
 



Q4. Finally, what role should nuclear power play in meeting the country’s needs for energy in the 
future? 
 
Press 1 if you think nuclear power should play a bigger role.  Press 2 for a smaller role.  Press 3 
if its role should stay about the same.  Or press 4 if you are undecided. 
 
1. Bigger role  398 37% 
2. Smaller role  174 16% 
3. About the same  297 27% 
4. Undecided  219 20% 
 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.  YOU MAY HANG UP TO END THIS CALL. 
 
Q5. Age (from record) 
 
1. 18-29  120 11% 
2. 30-44  242 22% 
3. 45-59  466 43% 
4. 60+  260 24% 
 
 
Q6. Gender (from record) 
 
1. Male  513 47% 
2. Female  575 53% 
 
 
Q7. Area (from record) 
 
1. Cumberland  89 08%    
2. Dauphin   531 49%    
3. Lancaster   92 08%   
4. Lebanon   17 02%   
5. York   359 33% 
 
 
 The margin of error for a sample size of 1,088 is +/-2.97% 
 
 
 
This automated poll was conducted by Susquehanna Polling & Research, Inc. on behalf of 
ABC27.  The poll was conducted November 17-19, 2009 with 1,088 residents living within a 10-
mile radius of Three Mile Island Nuclear Power Plant, also known as the Emergency Protection 
Zone (EPZ) as defined by TMI.  Calls were made using a list of residents within the 10-mile EPZ 
and were selected based upon ZIP codes.  Calls were monitored to ensure a representative 
sample was achieved according to various demographic statistics of the region including age, 
gender, and geographic area.  The poll has a margin of error of +/- 2.97% at the 95% 
confidence level.  Susquehanna Polling & Research is a Harrisburg, PA based polling firm.   
 
  
 


